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Decorating for Christmas - Advent
Worship Series

We hang the lights. Trim the tree. String the
garland. Put on our favorite tree topper. So
many ways that we decorate and traditions
that we enjoy during this special season. In
the same way that we prepare our homes for
the holidays, we prepare our hearts for the
coming of the Christ Child in Bethlehem. Our
worship series for this Advent season is
called “Decorating for Christmas.” Some of
our favorite traditions will be gwdeposts along the way in Scripture as we listen for how
God is calling us to open our hearts during this time. Each week we’ll add a new
decoration—each one a reminder of hope, peace, joy, and love:

Worship Schedule

December 7, 2025 - Trimming the Tree
Scripture: Isaiah 11:1-10

Theme: “The Branch of Jesse”
December 14, 2025 - Stringing the Garland
Scripture: Luke 1:46-55

Theme: “From Generation to Generation”
December 21, 2025 - Topping the Tree
Scripture: Psalm 80:1-7

Theme: “"The Angels Sing”

December 24, 2025 - Christmas Eve
Scripture; Luke 2:1-20

Theme: “Love Came Down at Christmas”

All-Ages Bible Study

Each week following worship, we invite all ages to stay for minute Bible Study. This
intergenerational study explores the themes of each week through Scripture, discussion,
and hands-on activities designed for children, youth, and adults together. Grab some
coffee and treats from fellowship and join us in the lounge for some time in God's Word!

Blessings,

Pastor Ben



Celebrate Our Community

Every month we celebrate birthdays and anniversaries of those who call First United
Methodist Church their spiritual home. We celebrate community in fellowship with one
another. Be sure to greet those who are celebrating this month. Please don't assume
we know all of the birthdays and anniversaries among us. Call the church office and let
us know your special milestone dates, too!

12/03 Charlotte Payne //Jé@@plj

12/04  Arla Lee CRIUUDLFSLIY
12/10 Tina Laborde
A 12/10 Dan Robl 12/18 Karl & Lynda Olsen
December 12/16  Phyllis Schilling 12/26 Tony & Ruth Greisinger

Birthdays 12/18 Dennis Knickelbein
12/21 Ruth Dobson
12/27 Gary Pinkerton
12/30 Sharon Wertsch

Offering Our Prayers

We are honored to join hearts with those who are grieving, sick or hurting among us.
Please pray for those listed below. We'd love to pray with you, too. Contact Ann Tulip
(920-379-9055) or Church Office (920) 235 8430 to be added to the prayer chain. We
would also love to pray for you during our Sunday services. Please submit your brief
request by phone, mail or e-mail at firstumc@ntd.net by Monday of each week: We
will compile them for community prayers during our recorded Sunday morning.

Prayer & Praise Requests For the Month

e Daphne (healing for Dan)

e Continued healing for Judi Weinert, Dan Robl, & Linda Powers

e Darlene (friend Jamie, whose father passed away)

o People affected by government shut down. Those who lost SNAP donations

e Andy (another undetectable PSA test for prostate cancer)

e Lynda Olsen (hello from Nancy Sutton)

e Those in need. Congress would open its heart to feed the poor

e Joy report (blessed by the pies sold at the bazaar)

e David Schuhart (thank you for the help handing out candy)

e Daphne & Dan (For Ukraine, stop the assault by Russia)

e Dennis & Jan (for sons, daughter in laws and babies to be, safe and healthy
journey to delivery in December and April).
Ongoing Prayer Concerns

e Glenn Christman (Pastor Nancy Green’s brother)

e Jim Skroski (Grandpa of Taylor Anderson, cancer)

e Betty Carpenter’s husband, Roy (who has cancer)

e Brad Green

e Judi Weinert

e Claude Collins



Fellowship Hour

Please sign up to host a Fellowship Hour. If no one signs up there will be no fellowship hour
that Sunday. It's easy and we need your help to keep it going. The sign-up sheet is on the
Information Table in the Narthex.

Thank you for your gifts to First United Methodist Church!

Together, we share in God’s work of love and service withn our community. We invite you to
consider a way of giving that feels right for you, knowing that every gift makes a difference.
Thank you for giving as part of our shared ministry!

e Automatic Withdrawal: Vanco offers automatic, electronic funds transfer (EFT) from
your checking or savings account. You can pick up a form in the church office.

e Mail your contribution to church at 700 W. Linwood Avenue, Oshkosh, WI 54901

e Offering Plate You can bring your tithes and offerings to church services.

e Online https://secure.myvanco.com/L-YS9T or by using the Vanco App!

There are people who will benefit for generations as we give together.

Fill the Collection Box

We are collecting the following items A ' N AN
Please drop them off in the collection box in the ﬁ DAY BY DAY'”C'
Narthex. 1! warming shelter

Updated List

Men’s and Women'’s Deodorant

Hair Brushes

Paper Towel

Reusable Water Bottles

Backpacks

Umbrellas

Shoe Laces - shoe and boot, various lengths

Belts

USB C Charging Cables

Coffee

Powdered Coffee Creamer

Sugar

Snack Foods / Applesauce and Fruit Cups

Juice

Sugary Cereal

Popular Condiments: Mayo, Hot Sauce, Ranch Dressing, Parmesan Cheese
Laundry Detergent

Dryer Sheets

Garbage Bags — All sizes, wastebasket to 55 gallon
Cleaners — Window, Floor, and, Toilet All Surface



Church Family News

Buy Scrip Cards
Scrip cards are like any other gift card. Give them away as gifts or use

them yourself when you shop. Our church benefits by earning a rebate on
each card; some as high as 10%. The cards you order are available the
following Sunday. “Scrip Table” in the hallway by the display case on
Sunday morning to pick up an order form. Then bring back your
filled out form on Sundays, December 7 and 14! You will have two opportunities to

purchase scrip cards in December.

Holiday Food Baking Drive for

December Oshkosh Area Pantry

Baking Mixes, Pie Filling, Pie Crust, Extracts, Flour, Sugars, Baking
Powder, Baking Soda, Baking Chips, Molasses, Marshmallows, Frosting,
Sprinkles, Corn Syrup, Yeast, Evaporated Milk, Sweetened Condensed
Milk, Cooking Oils, Jiffy Mixes, Pudding Mix, Jell-O Mix.

Suzanna Wesley Circle will meet on Saturday,
December 6, for a "Fun Cookie (three dozen each) &
Sock Exchange,” at 11:30am in the Trellis Room of

Evergreen Manor.

Miriam Circle will meet on Tuesday, December 9, at
11:00am in the Trellis Room of Evergreen Manor.

First United Methodist Church will be having a joint Charge Conference
with the other two United Methodist Churches on Monday, December 8.
Algoma Blvd. United Methodist Church will host a meal beginning at
5:00pm. A joint worship and church conference will take place at

6:00pm in the Sanctuary.

B | First UMC is hosting The Oshkosh Youth Choir Holiday
< Concert on Thursday, December 11th at 7 p.m. The
.|| Concert is Free and open to the public.




DAY BY DAY WARMING SHELTER MEALS
VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED

First United Methodist Church will be providing an evening meal at the Day
by Day Shelter on the following date:

Sunday, December 14, 2025

Saturday, January 17, 2026

Sunday, February 8, 2026
Ga Sunday, March 8, 2026

We are providing a meal for 70 people on the dates listed. We need six
people each evening to serve the meal and to clean up afterwards. Arrive at the shelter
located at 420 Ceape Avenue at 5:30 PM to do final meal prep and serving begins at 6 PM.
After all guests and staff have eaten, then the servers eat and do the final clean up. Usually,
we are out of the shelter by 7:15 PM.

In addition to the team serving the meal, we are in need of someone to make a large batch
of soup or chili to be served with the main dish. For dessert we serve homemade cookies and
need eight dozen cookies each time. We often have two people baking cookies.

If you are interested in helping, contact Mike Thomas at 920-231-4465. This is one of the
many ways you can help FUMC fulfill our mission statement to be a voice of hope caring for
others in our community.

Christmas Eve Worship

December 24th

Candlelight and Carols + 6 p.m.

First United Methodist Church « Oshkosh
700 I\"_I‘_illl\\'(lgxl.'\'Cl_‘i_lllt_‘ L ‘_(nkm_]‘_,'l 54901




First United Methodist Church had another successful
Bazaar this year. The Bazaar was Saturday November 15t
As always we had a great crowd when the doors opened
at 9:00 AM. It was a beautiful fall day and it was so good
to see so many friends from the Oshkosh community here
to enjoy our annual event.

Our craft items were as beautiful as ever. The Holiday
room really put you in the mood for the Christmas
season. The Homespun room had many handmade items
from not only our very own quilters but from many
talented members of the congregation. The Bakery room
was filled with delicious homemade baked goods. We
again sold homemade soup by the men and women of
FUMC and this year sold individual pieces of our famous cranberry cake with creamy
butter sauce. The Tea Room was decorated for the holidays and made for a very
welcoming setting for shoppers to sit and visit and enjoy homemade cookies, cider
and coffee.

A special thank you to Paula Loker and Trudi Pawelkiewicz for being Bazaar chairmen
this year. Their leadership kept everyone on track to make this year’s Bazaar so
successful. There are so many men and women to thank for their hard work and the
sharing of their time and talents. Thank you everyone.

Bazaars are much more than fundraising, but sometimes that ends up where the
emphasis gets put. Remember it is the working together for a common cause, the
pride we take in what we have to sell and the chance to promote our church to the
community that matters the most.

With all that being said I am happy to report that the profit made from the 2025
Bazaar is $4,576.00.

Beth Thomas
Bazaar Record-keeper

ATTENTION: ON SUNDAY DECEMBER 7™ THE OSHKOSH NORTH
MADRIGALS WILL BE SINGING BEFORE OUR 9:30 A.M. SERVICE AS
PART OF OUR ADVENT SEASON WORSHIP. PLAN TO BE IN CHURCH BY
9:15 A.M. TO HEAR THEIR PERFORMANCE.



December 2025 Stewardship Newsletter

Shining the Light of Christ Through Generosity As Advent
candles flicker to life, we're reminded that even the smallest
light can push back the darkness. The weeks leading up to
Christmas invite us to wait with hope, to prepare our hearts,
and to remember that God’s love comes to us not through
power or wealth, but through the humble gift of Jesus. This
season can feel busy and heavy, with travel plans, shopping
lists, and end of-year pressures, but Advent calls us to pause
and notice the light already breaking into our lives. It shines
8 in a child’s laughter, a shared meal, a simple December 2025
P2 @ Stewardship Newsletter Shining the Light of Christ Through
Generosity As Advent candles flicker to life, we're reminded
that even the smallest light can push back the darkness.

The weeks leading up to Christmas invite us to wait with hope, to prepare our hearts, and to
remember that God’s love comes to us not through power or wealth, but through the humble
gift of Jesus. This season can feel busy and heavy, with travel plans, shopping lists, and end
of-year pressures, but Advent calls us to pause and notice the light already breaking into our
lives. It shines in a child’s laughter, a shared meal, a simple act of kindness. It shines
through generosity that makes someone else’s day a little brighter.

As you light your candles and prepare your homes and hearts, may you be

reminded that Christ still comes into our world - quietly, gently, persistently - with

hope for all people. And as God's light takes root in us, we are called to reflect it

outward, helping others see that the darkness does not win. “The light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.” - John 1:5 e act of kindness. It shines
through generosity that makes someone else’s day a little brighter. As you light your candles
and prepare your homes and hearts, may you be reminded that Christ still comes into our
world - quietly, gently, persistently - with hope for all people. And as God's light takes root in
us, we are called to reflect it outward, helping others see that the darkness does not win.
"The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.” - John 1:5



-~ ALL-CHURCH

" LEADERSHIP

WORKSHOP

Saturday, January 31 + 9:00 a.m.-Noon

All-Church Leadership Workshop
Saturday, January 31 ¢ 9:00 a.m.-Noon

You are invited to a special morning of conversation and discernment
as we welcome District Superintendent Rev. Park Hunter to First United
Methodist Church. Together we will reflect on who we are in this
season of ministry and listen for where God may be calling us next.

This workshop is for everyone! Your voice and presence will be a gift as
we seek God'’s direction together.



Thank you to all those who brought their jars
on Sunday, November 23rd for the “"Thank
Offering!” So far over $600 was collected! If
you still have a jar full of change bring it next
Sunday and we will included it as part of this
year’s offering.

Next Sunday the congregation will be voting
on a how to share this year’s "Thank Offering”
in our community.

Save your jars and start filling them for next
year!
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Keep Practicing
Hope

Bishop Dan Schwerin
Northern Illinois-
Wisconsin Episcopal
Area

| The Christian year
begins with Advent,
and I would start by
sharing a story about
hope as we engage
2026 as a year of
practicing hope in the
Northern Illinois-
Wisconsin Area.

I've been thinking about Isaiah 16:11: ", . . my heart plays sadly like a harp for Moab.”
Another version reads, "my heart quivers like a harp.” Moab was suffering, Isaiah says, like
orphaned birds pushed from a nest. We know God is impacted by God’s experience of our
suffering. Advent is the season in which we affirm that the one who knows our needs and
limitations comes among us for our healing.

Advent affirms the hope that God’s word is always breaking in for our good.

Yesterday I spoke to an immigrant pastor. This pastor told me that when he arrived, he met
a prominent leader of the church, and the pastor held out his hand to shake hands but that

the leader wouldn’t shake his hand. The pastor tried again the next week. The leader began
to avoid such interactions. The pastor prayed about that relationship and tried to improve it,
but nothing seemed to work.

Many immigrant clergy will tell you their days hold not only rejection in the world, but
resistance in the church. And yet as he told me his story, he smiled and said, "But I kept
practicing hope.”

Unfortunately, the leader was diagnosed with a serious illness, and decline was rapid. The
pastor did what he usually did in such cases: he brought the leader communion. Next was a
very basic question: “Do you want communion?”

What a fine question to reflect on: Do you want communion?

He did. After communion, the pastor did what he always did: he reached out to take the
leader’s hand and pray. This time, the leader took his hand. This pastor wanted me to know
how much it meant to his ministry to practice hope, and for me to share his story because
God is working among us to help us grow in love.

Only 2.6 percent of the immigrants disappeared by Immigration and Customs Enforcement
agents at the Broadview Processing Center have a criminal record, yet many hundreds are
detained. The suffering of those detained is extreme. None has access to a clergy person or
family. Health care is offered in exchange for signing a document that gets them sent to a
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country they have never seen. Mothers who are in the U.S. legally are ripped from their
babies and many not yet seen again. Members of The United Methodist Church who are here
legally and without criminal records are in these detention centers.

The body of Christ is shackled. The body of Christ is being disappeared. Soon the body of
Christ will read about innkeepers and Bethlehem and ask how we would welcome Jesus if the
Christmas story unfolded on us.

"My whole being quivers like a harp for Moab.” In this text we see a Wesleyan openness to be
changed by suffering, to be changed by relationship, to be changed by God’s call forward, for
the expansion from love of those near us to love of otherness, which is the way of God's love.
Isaiah, like the strings of an instrument, quivers on the way to being changed. What would it
mean for you to allow your whole being to quiver with pathos? Have these days changed you
in some way?

I believe hope is a practice of God’s creative freedom at play in human creativity and
freedom.

I believe hope knows the present is held with a comma, and that God’s word is always
breaking in for good. We as the church may be smaller than we once were, but I believe we
are not too small to steward the moral imagination of Jesus.

I believe that as long as we have a relationship with Jesus Christ, we have a relationship with
hope. May these days of Advent open you, lead you to be changed, and may we quiver with
pathos until we make music with hope. I wish you a blessed Advent, one that allows us to be
changed by our suffering until we sing.
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Sunday, December 7, 2025
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