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Living Gratitude: A Stewardship Series Beginning November 2

This fall, we invite you to join us for a four-week journey
called Living Gratitude. Together we’ll explore how
gratitude and generosity shape our faith, how prayer
LIVING sustains us, and how God calls us to walk in justice,

GRATITUDE kindness, and humility.

Each week in worship, we'll focus on a theme drawn
from Scripture and highlighted in the Living
Gratitude daily devotional:

+Week 1 (Nov. 2): Gratitude - Living with thankful
hearts (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18)

+Week 2 (Nov. 9): Generosity - Giving joyfully from
what God has given us (2 Corinthians 9:6-8)

+Week 3 (Nov. 16): Prayer - Trusting in God’s power
through prayer (Mark 9:27-29)

+Week 4 (Nov. 23): Call - Doing justice, loving
kindness, and walking humbly with God (Micah 6:6-8)

Daily Devotionals: A companion devotional will guide us each day with Scripture,
prayer, and reflection questions. Copies will be available electronically and in print.

Living Gratitude Bible Study

Following worship each Sunday, we’ll continue exploring the week'’s theme together. This
Bible study is designed for all ages — children, youth, and adults — to learn side by side
with different activities. Come when you can and join the conversation!

I pray for the movement of the Holy Spirit during this series- that our hearts might be
opened to the many blessings God has given us and how we are called to live in
gratitude in our community and world.

I hope you'll join us for Living Gratitude beginning November 2!
Blessings,

Pastor Ben



Celebrate Our Community

Every month we celebrate birthdays and anniversaries of those who call First United
Methodist Church their spiritual home. We celebrate community in fellowship with one
another. Be sure to greet those who are celebrating this month. Please don’t assume
we know all of the birthdays and anniversaries among us. Call the church office and let
us know your special milestone dates, too!

5 11/03
% 11/05
S 11/06
11/09
11/10
11/14
11/14
11/17
11/18
11/18
11/26
11/29

Birthdays

Kris Nicholson
Carol Brazzale
Sherri Hauke
Joyce Jakubowski
Matt Nourollah
Darlene Anderson
Bob Marin

Frank Jakubowski
Jody Dickson
Melia Dillman
Nashlynn Salinas
Destiney Dillman

11/06 Daniel and Lindy Duffey

Offering Our Prayers

We are honored to join hearts with those who are grieving, sick or hurting among us.
Please pray for those listed below. We'd love to pray with you, too. Contact Ann Tulip
(920-379-9055) or Church Office (920) 235 8430 to be added to the prayer chain. We
would also love to pray for you during our Sunday services. Please submit your brief
request by phone, mail or e-mail at firstumc@ntd.net by Monday of each week: We
will compile them for community prayers during our recorded Sunday morning.

FUMC Members

Betty Carpenter’s (husband Roy’s

health)

Judi Weinert (health challenges)
Daphne Robl (husband Dan had

surgery on 10/30)

Paula Loker & family (passing of her

husband, Terry)

Family of Marie Gerrits, who passed

away.

Morris family (Joy! Julian and West
High School One Act Team advancing
to sectionals next month).

Fellowship Hour

Friends & Family of FUMC Members

Loss of families affected by LDS Church shooting

Those affected by government shutdown

Carol Brazzale (family of neighbor Bob who passed away)
Lynda Olsen (loss of Gladys, who is a very close cousin.
Her family spent many summers at our cottage)

Mary Pleiss (friend, Donna, who had gall bladder surgery)
Peace, kindness and mercy for the world

Loss of life in Palestine and Ukraine

Lasting peace in US, Ukraine and Gaza

Darlene (friend, Jamie, whose father passed away, and
friend, Mike, whose brother passed away)

Please sign up to host a Fellowship Hour. If no one signs up there will be no fellowship hour
that Sunday. It's easy and we need your help to keep it going. The sign-up sheet is on the
Information Table in the Narthex.



Thank you for your gifts to First United Methodist Church!

Together, we share in God’s work of love and service withn our community. We invite you to
consider a way of giving that feels right for you, knowing that every gift makes a difference.
Thank you for giving as part of our shared ministry!

o Automatic Withdrawal: Vanco offers automatic, electronic funds transfer (EFT) from
your checking or savings account. You can pick up a form in the church office.

* Mail your contribution to church at 700 W. Linwood Avenue, Oshkosh, WI 54901

» Offering Plate You can bring your tithes and offerings to church services.

e Online https://secure.myvanco.com/L-YS9T or by using the Vanco App!

There are people who will benefit for generations as we give together.

Fill the Collection Box

We are collecting the following items H, ‘ AN
Please drop them off in the collection box in the J\ DAY EY DAY'”Q
Narthex. +—"' warming shelter

Updated List

Men’s and Women’s Deodorant

Hair Brushes

Paper Towel

Reusable Water Bottles

Backpacks

Umbrellas

Shoe Laces - shoe and boot, various lengths

Belts

USB C Charging Cables

Coffee

Powdered Coffee Creamer

Sugar

Snack Foods / Applesauce and Fruit Cups

Juice

Sugary Cereal

Popular Condiments: Mayo, Hot Sauce, Ranch Dressing, Parmesan Cheese
Laundry Detergent

Dryer Sheets

Garbage Bags — All sizes, wastebasket to 55 gallon
Cleaners - Window, Floor, and, Toilet All Surface



Church Family News

Buy Scrip Cards

Scrip cards are like any other gift card. Give them away as gifts or use
them yourself when you shop. Our church benefits by earning a rebate on
each card; some as high as 10%. The cards you order are available the
following Sunday. “Scrip Table” in the hallway by the display case on
Sunday morning to pick up an order form. Then bring back your
filled out form on Sunday, November 2, 2025.

Holiday Food Drive for November Oshkosh Area Pantry
Broth, cans or jars of gravy, cornbread mix, boxed scalloped potatoes, boxed
au gratin potatoes, canned cream soups, mashed potatoes, stuffing mix,
French fried onions, flavored instant potatoes, marshmallows, yams, collard
greens, green beans, creamed corn, and dinner rolls.

Suzanna Wesley Circle will meet on Wednesday,
- November 12, for a social gathering at 11:30am in the
Trellis Room of Evergreen Manor.

Holiday Bazaar - Saturday, November 1, 2025
9:00am - 1:00pm
Homemade Holiday Crafts, Homespun Crafts, Gently used
Holiday Décor, and Bakery - Tea Room.
Invite you family, friends, neighbors, etc. to this annual
Holiday Bazaar.

The Mission Team has started a new program to care for our congregation
and/or others who may need some extra TLC. They are doing a “prayer
shawl ministry.” The plan is to give shawls to those who are ill or
mourning or just in need of some extra comfort. So, if you can knit or
crochet, we invite you to join them for a monthly time of fellowship,
community and of course knitting. They will meet at the church the fourth
Wednesday (November 26) of the month from 10:00am-11:30am.




DAY BY DAY WARMING SHELTER MEALS
VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED

First United Methodist Church will be providing an evening meal at the Day
by Day Shelter on the following dates:

- Saturday November 15
- Sunday December 14t

IS0
Ga We are providing a meal for 70 people on the dates listed. We need six
Ui people each evening to serve the meal and to clean up afterwards. Arrive
' el ‘ at the shelter located at 420 Ceape Avenue at 5:30 PM to do final meal
. prep and serving begins at 6 PM. After all guests and staff have eaten, then
the servers eat and do the final clean up. Usually, we are out of the shelter by 7:15 PM.

In addition to the team serving the meal, we are in need of someone to make a large batch
of soup or chili to be served with the main dish. For dessert we serve homemade cookies and
need eight dozen cookies each time. We often have two people baking cookies.

If you are interested in helping, contact Mike Thomas at 920-231-4465. This is one of the
many ways you can help FUMC fulfill our mission statement to be a voice of hope caring for
others in our community.

_ e Pastor Ben will be preaching during a joint Thanksgiving
B e Service on Sunday, November 23, at Wesley United
X6 xuilnd Methodist Church (761 Florida Avenue, Oshkosh) at
é-gop,ra ey 4:30pm. There will also be a joint choir ministering in
4 }’ song at the service. If you are interested in participating,
v please connect with Pastor Ben. Algoma Boulevard United
Methodist, First United Methodist, and Wesley United Methodist
Churches will come together for a service of Thanksgiving!

First United Methodist Church will be having a joint Charge Conference with the
other two United Methodist Churches on Monday, December 8. Algoma Blvd.
United Methodist Church will host beginning at 5:00pm. A joint worship and
church conference will take place at 6:00pm in the Sanctuary.

Evergreen Vespers Service, Sunday, NOVEMBER 9, AT 3:30PM
Pastor Ben will be preaching at this service.

First UMC is hosting The Oshkosh Youth Choir Holiday
1 1| Concert on Thursday, December 11th at 7 p.m. The
k! Concert is Free and open to the public.




Greetings!

You're invited to join us for a Mission Motivation Saturday

Ignite Your Passion for
Mission! Join us for a morning
of inspiration, connection,

and hands-on ideas to
strengthen your church'’s
mission and outreach.

Hear from speakers about the

; Mosaic Covenant, Midwest
Mission, creative local projects, Volunteers in Mission, and how apportionment dollars make a
difference near and far. Choose from several regional locations to learn, share, and connect with others
who are passionate about mission work through The United Methodist Church.

First United Methodist Church’s Missions Team will host via zoom at FUMC this conference on
Saturday, November 15, 2025, 9:00 a.m. — 12:30 p.m.

All are welcome to come and learn about different mission opportunities described above.

Linda Swanson was going through some old recipes and came across an article
from the December 6, 1992 Buyers Guide regarding Dora Lou Spanbauer. Dora
Lou was a longtime member of the UMW Miriam Circle and passed away last
December. The article tells how she made the dish for many church meals and
her group made her the designated German potato salad maker. This article was
shared with the Miriam Circle members at their meeting on October 215t and it brought back
great memories for them. They asked if the recipe could be published in the
newsletter. Make, eat, and enjoy.

Dora’s German potato salad

4 potatoes cooked and sliced

4 slices bacon

1 T. butter

1t. salt

2 2 T. sugar

2 c. water

Ya C. vinegar

1 onion diced

Fry bacon and onion in large skillet. When bacon is crispy and onions are transparent pour
off bacon drippings. Add butter. Stir until melted. Add flour and stir. Mix in separate bowl
the sugar, salt and vinegar. Add to the bacon mixture in skillet. Cook slowly until thick. Add
potatoes and stir until hot. NOTE: The recipe does not give the amount of flour.




“"Decorating for Christmas”
Advent Worship Series Begins

November 30th

We hang the lights. Trim the tree. String the
garland. Put on our favorite tree topper. So many
ways that we decorate and traditions that we enjoy
during this special season. In the same way that we
prepare our homes for the holidays, we prepare our
hearts for the coming of the Christ Child in
Bethlehem. Our worship series for this Advent
season is called “"Decorating for Christmas.” Some of our favorite traditions will be guideposts
along the way in Scripture as we listen for how God is calling us to open our hearts during
this time. Each week we’'ll add a new decoration—each one a reminder of hope, peace, joy,
and love:

November 30 - "Hanging the Lights” (Isaiah 2:1-5)

“Let us walk in the light of the Lord.” We begin by untangling the lights and letting God’s light
guide our path toward peace and understanding.

December 8 — “"Trimming the Tree” (Isaiah 11:1-10)

From the stump of Jesse comes new life and hope. We remember that even when things feel
cut off or finished, God is at work bringing renewal.

December 15 - “'Stringing the Garland” (Luke 1:46-55)

Like Mary’s song, the garland connects past and present—God’s mercy and faithfulness
extending “from generation to generation.”

December 22 - “Topping the Tree” (Psalm 80:1-7)

We look up to the angel who sings, “"Do not be afraid,” and remember that God’s face still
shines upon us, even in times of waiting and longing.

Christmas Eve - “"Love Comes Down at Christmas” (Luke 2:1-20)

Our decorations—and our hearts—are complete as we celebrate the gift of God’s love made
flesh in Jesus Christ.

Join us each Sunday in Advent as we prepare our homes and our hearts for the coming of
Christ. Bring your joy, your memories, and your hope as together we decorate for
Christmas—and discover again the love of God in Christ that completes every celebration.

Blessings,
Pastor Ben

ATTENTION: ON SUNDAY DECEMBER 7™ THE OSHKOSH NORTH
MADRIGALS WILL BE SINGING BEFORE OUR 9:30 A.M. SERVICE AS
PART OF OUR ADVENT SEASON WORSHIP. PLAN TO BE IN CHURCH BY
9:15 A.M. TO HEAR THEIR PERFORMANCE.



November 2025 Stewardship Newsletter
Thanksgiving as a Spiritual Discipline

 Gratitude is often treated as an
. emotion - something we feel

~ when life is good and

blessings are obvious. But
Scripture calls us to something
" deeper. "Give thanks in all

. circumstances,” Paul writes in

P 1 Thessalonians 5:18. That's

© not a suggestion to ignore

§ pain or pretend that everything
is fine. It's an invitation to
practice thanksgiving as a

% spiritual discipline - a way of

" seeing and living that reorients
our hearts toward God, even when circumstances are difficult.

Practicing thanksgiving means intentionally naming God’s gifts, even the small ones. It
means pausing long enough to recognize that every breath, every meal, every
relationship, every new morning is evidence of grace. When we make gratitude a habit
rather than a reaction, it transforms our perspective. We begin to notice abundance
where we once saw scarcity. We start to trust God’s provision more deeply. And that
trust becomes the fertile soil where generosity grows.

As you enter this season of thanksgiving, I encourage you to make space for a daily
practice of gratitude - perhaps writing down three things each day for which you're
thankful or saying a prayer of thanks before bed. Over time, you may find that
thanksgiving doesn't just change your mood; it changes your heart.

Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation
By Jason Mahnke,
Director of Programming & Campaigns




November

Ignite Your Passion for Missions Conference

First United Methodist Church’s Missions Team will host via
zoom at FUMC this conference on Saturday, November 15,
from 9:00am — 12:30pm

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday
2 3 4 5
9:30am Service
All Saints Serip
Communion
9 10 11 12
9:30am Service Suzanna Wesley
Vespers Service Circle Trellis Rm
3:3pm Evergreen 11:30am
16 17 18 19
23 24 25 26
Joint Prayer Shawl
Thanksgiving Ministry FUMC
Service 4:30pm 10-00am

30
9:30am Service
Advent Begins

Friday

20

27

21

28

Saturday

Holiday Bazaar
9:00am —
1:00pm

15
Serving @
Warming Shelter
5:30pm

22

29



