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He will yet fill your mouth 
with laughter and your 
lips with shouts of joy.  

-Job 8:21 
 

“To live by faith,  
To be known by love,  

And to be a voice of hope.” 
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Entering the Passion: Lenten Series begins February 22nd 
 

Recently, I was approached by a friend to participate in a 
community theatre production of Jesus Christ Superstar. A member 
of the cast dropped out and they were looking for someone to step 
in right away. The show will run in Fond du Lac just before Palm 
Sunday. I’m excited for this opportunity not just to hear the story of 
Jesus, but to participate in it. That idea of participation is exactly 
what our Lenten series at First Church is about. 
 
This Lent, worship series and study will be based upon Entering the 
Passion, a book by Amy-Jill Levine. Rather than treating Holy Week 
as something we rush toward at the end of Lent, this study invites 
us to walk deliberately through Jesus’ final days—step by step, 
story by story. Each week, the book focuses on a specific moment 

from Holy Week: the triumphal entry, Jesus’ actions in the temple, the conversations 
and conflicts that follow, the intimacy and tension of the table, the anguish of the 
garden, and ultimately the journey to the cross. These are stories we probably know 
well. But Levine helps us hear them again with fresh ears—grounded in historical context 
and the Jewish tradition that Jesus was living in. (We have a unique opportunity to 
welcome Dr. Levine to First Church in April and talk about the book!) 
 
This study is especially meaningful because it doesn’t shy away from difficult questions. 
Why does Jesus act the way he does in the temple? What risks does he take as 
opposition grows? How do fear, misunderstanding, loyalty, and betrayal shape the 
people around him—and how might those same forces be at work in us? Each session 
invites reflection, discussion, and honest conversation, not easy answers. 
 
Our Entering the Passion Lenten Study will begin Sunday, February 22, and will 
meet after worship in the Lounge Sundays during Lent. Some books will be available, 
but we ask that you contact the church office to help us plan for participation. 
Lent gives us space to slow down, to listen closely, and to walk with Jesus through the 
most powerful week of the Gospel story. I hope you will join us during this season as we 
enter the story together. 
 
 
Blessings, 
Pastor Ben 
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Reminder about this Saturday 
 
 

All-Church Leadership 
Workshop 

Saturday, January 31   
9:00 a.m.–Noon 
All church members and friends of 
First United Methodist Church are 
encouraged to attend 
this important church-wide 
gathering. On Saturday, January 
31, we will welcome District 
Superintendent Rev. Park Hunter 

for a morning of conversation, prayer, and discernment. Together, we will 
reflect on who we are as a congregation in this season and begin exploring 
where God may be leading First UMC in the days ahead. This workshop is 
designed to be a space for shared conversation, where many voices 
help us understand our current situation and plan for our future. Everyone’s 
perspective is valued, and your presence will help enrich our time together. 
We hope you will join us as we seek God’s guidance as a community. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4 

 
Celebrate Our Community 

                                                     
 
                                                           

 
 
 
             
 
 

February Anniversary 
02/23 Eldon & Patsy Pomplun 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                              
02/08  Mike Thomas 
02/16  Roger Lalk 
02/19  Dorothy Kunz 
02/19  Dan Tervonen 
02/24  Lillian Tervonen 
02/25  Olivia Graef 
 
   
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      

Offering Our Prayers 
We are honored to join hearts with those who are grieving, sick or hurting among us. 
Please pray for those listed below. We’d love to pray with you, too. Contact Ann Tulip 
(920-379-9055) or Church Office (920) 235 8430 to be added to the prayer chain. We 
would also love to pray for you during our Sunday services. Please submit your brief 
request by phone, mail or e-mail at firstumc@ntd.net by Monday of each week: We 
will compile them for community prayers during our recorded Sunday morning.  
 
 
 
Prayer & Praise Requests For the Month 
We will compile them for community prayers during our recorded Sunday morning. 
Continued prayer for Judi Weinert, Claude & Sue Collins, Betty Carpenter & family, 
cities under assault by ICS, family & friends of Renee Good, Alex Pretti, innocent 
people being attacked by Russia & USA. Members of FUMC experiencing illness. For 
health care and care center workers. Joy for Margaret selected for all-state children’s 
choir, also Julian and West High production of Oklahoma. Loss of life in Minneapolis to 
ICE. Peaceful protest. 
 

 
Ongoing Prayer Concerns 

• Glenn Christman (Pastor Nancy Green’s brother)                     
• Brad Green 
• Judi Weinert 
• Claude Collins 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Every month we celebrate birthdays and anniversaries of those who call First United 
Methodist Church their spiritual home. We celebrate community in fellowship with one 
another. Be sure to greet those who are celebrating this month.  Please don’t assume 
we know all of the birthdays and anniversaries among us. Call the church office and let 
us know your special milestone dates, too! 

 
February 
Birthdays 
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Fellowship Hour 
Please sign up to host a Fellowship Hour. If no one signs up there will be no fellowship hour 
that Sunday. It’s easy and we need your help to keep it going. The sign-up sheet is on the 
Information Table in the Narthex. 
 
 
Thank you for your gifts to First United Methodist Church! 
Together, we share in God’s work of love and service withn our community. We invite you to 
consider a way of giving that feels right for you, knowing that every gift makes a difference. 
Thank you for giving as part of our shared ministry! 

• Automatic Withdrawal: Vanco offers automatic, electronic funds transfer (EFT) from 
your checking or savings account. You can pick up a form in the church office. 

• Mail your contribution to church at 700 W. Linwood Avenue, Oshkosh, WI 54901 
• Offering Plate You can bring your tithes and offerings to church services.  
• Online https://secure.myvanco.com/L-YS9T  or by using the Vanco App!  

There are people who will benefit for generations as we give together.  
 

Fill the Collection Box 
We are collecting the following items 

 Please drop them off in the collection box in the 
Narthex. 

 Updated List 

 
Men’s and Women’s Deodorant 
Hair Brushes 
Paper Towel 
Reusable Water Bottles 
Backpacks 
Umbrellas 
Shoe Laces – shoe and boot, various lengths 
Belts 
USB C Charging Cables 
Coffee 
Powdered Coffee Creamer 
Sugar 
Snack Foods / Applesauce and Fruit Cups 
Juice 
Sugary Cereal 
Popular Condiments: Mayo, Hot Sauce, Ranch Dressing, Parmesan Cheese 
Laundry Detergent 
Dryer Sheets 
Garbage Bags – All sizes, wastebasket to 55 gallon 
Cleaners – Window, Floor, and, Toilet All Surface 

 
 
 

about:blank
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Church Family News    

                                                       
Buy Scrip Cards 
Scrip cards are like any other gift card. Give them away as gifts or use 
them yourself when you shop. Our church benefits by earning a rebate on 
each card; some as high as 10%. The cards you order are available the 
following Sunday. “Scrip Table” in the hallway by the display case on 
Sunday morning to pick up an order form. Then bring back your 

filled out form on Sunday, February 1, 2026. 
 
    

 February Food Drive  
  
Canned yams, pork & beans, baked beans, canned mushrooms, canned olives, 
canned fruit, canned milk, canned veggies, canned beets, canned sardines, 
canned fish, canned chicken, Manwich, chili starters, meat loaf starters, chunky    
soup, cream soup, canned pasta, and canned ravioli. 

 
 
 
 

DAY BY DAY WARMING SHELTER MEALS 
VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED 

 
First United Methodist Church will be providing an evening meal at the Day 
by Day Shelter on the following date: 

Sunday, February 8, 2026 
Sunday, March 8, 2026 

 
We are providing a meal for 70 people on the dates listed. We need six 
people each evening to serve the meal and to clean up afterwards.  Arrive 
at the shelter located at 420 Ceape Avenue at 5:30 PM to do final meal 

prep and serving begins at 6 PM. After all guests and staff have eaten, then 
the servers eat and do the final clean up.  Usually, we are out of the shelter by 7:15 PM.  
 
In addition to the team serving the meal, we are in need of someone to make a large batch 
of soup or chili to be served with the main dish. For dessert we serve homemade cookies and 
need eight dozen cookies each time. We often have two people baking cookies.   
 
If you are interested in helping, contact Mike Thomas at 920-231-4465. This is one of the 
many ways you can help FUMC fulfill our mission statement to be a voice of hope caring for 
others in our community.  
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Ash Wednesday Worship – February 18 
First United Methodist Church will host a joint Ash 
Wednesday worship service for our neighboring 
United Methodist churches in Oshkosh 
on Wednesday, February 18, at 7:00 p.m. This 
service marks the beginning of the Lenten season 
with the imposition of ashes. Holy Communion will 
also be offered. Earlier in the day, Pastor Ben will 
also offer Ashes-to-Go from 12:00–12:30 
p.m. outside the “south side” entrance of First 
Church, providing a brief moment of prayer and 

ashes for those unable to attend the evening service. 
 
 
 
 

Lenten Study: Entering the Passion of Jesus 
Begins Sunday, February 22 | After Worship 
Join our Lenten study for Entering the Passion by Amy-Jill Levine, a 
thoughtful exploration of Jesus’ final week through its Jewish and 
historical context. This study invites us to move beyond familiar readings 
of Holy Week and encounter the depth, challenge, and hope of the 
Passion story. We will have some books available. Please contact the 
church office to help us plan for the number of books needed. 
 
First Church will have a special opportunity to meet with the author! We 
will host Amy-Jill Levine in person this April for several events, including 
a Q&A focused on Entering the Passion! 

 
 
 
 

 
Empty to Full  

Consider helping by filling a pan with your favorite casserole 
recipe!  They will be used to bless others who need a helping 

hand! Foil pans, along with instructions are located on the 
table in the Narthex.  
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Save the date for the 2026 Bishop’s Convocation of Laity! This year’s gathering will be held on Saturday, March 
7, 2026, from 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM at Portage UMC, located at 1804 New Pinery Rd., Portage, Wisconsin 53901. 
More information will be shared in future editions of Enews. 
 
 
 

February 22-March 15, 2026 

Donation of hygiene and cleaning supplies make it possible for local 
crisis agencies to concentrate their limited financial resources on 
providing qualified staff, safe housing, nutritious food, education and 
counseling to those they serve. Most urgent needs include:  

• Soaps: laundry, dish, soft, shower gel, 2-in-1 shampoo 
• Trash bags (shelters especially need these for bedrooms) 
• Diapers (sizes 3-6 and Pull-Ups) 
• Deodorant (unscented) 
• Wet wipes 
• Toilet paper 
• Paper towels 
• Disposable razors 
• Tampons and maxi pads 
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February 2026 Stewardship Newsletter Eating 
from Trees We Did Not Plant  
 

There’s a quiet grace in 
realizing that much of what 
sustains us comes from work 
we did not do. We eat fruit 
from orchards we didn’t plant. 
We sit under shade trees 
someone else nurtured 
decades ago. We benefit from 
schools, churches, hospitals, 
and ministries that were 
dreamed up and funded by 
people who never knew our 
names.  
 
 

Their generosity was never meant to circle back to them personally – it was offered for the 
sake of people they would never meet. That truth can be unsettling in a culture that often 
asks, “What’s in it for me?” Yet Scripture consistently points us toward a different way of 
living - one rooted in trust, hope, and love for the generations yet to come. Generosity that 
only exists when there’s a direct benefit attached is really just a transaction. But generosity 
rooted in faith looks beyond immediate return. 
 
It plants seeds without demanding proof of harvest. It trusts that God will use our gifts - of 
time, money, energy, and love - in ways we may never see. Many of the faithful choices we 
make today won’t bear fruit tomorrow. They may not even bear fruit in our lifetime. But they 
matter. They shape communities. They strengthen ministries. They create possibilities for 
people we’ll never know, just as others once did for us. Living generously is an act of hope. 
It’s a declaration that God’s story is bigger than our own chapter - and that we’re willing to 
plant trees so others can eat, rest, and thrive long after we’re gone. 
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January 23, 2026 
 
“For where two or three are gathered in my name, I'm there with them” (Mt. 
18:20). 
 
“While we do not believe churches should affiliate with particular political 
parties, we do encourage churches to speak out boldly on social issues from a 
gospel perspective. We further believe churches have a right and responsibility 
to educate and equip their members to be effective advocates for justice in the 
wider world.” (Book of Discipline 2020/2024, Government Responsibilities, A., Church and Society) 
 

 

Greetings in the hope we have in Christ,  
 
The scripture above points to the nearness of Christ among us, and the hope we have that we are always 
in the span of Christ’s care and peace.  We know the nearness of God in Christ is not limited to race, 
gender, or status. The text promises that the name of Jesus holds power and love. I write today as a 
practice of Christian hope asking United Methodists in the Wisconsin Conference for prayer, awareness, 
networking, and nonviolent action. 
 
First, be aware immigrant clergy under appointment are with us by means of a legal immigration status. 
Despite the protections of United States law, our immigrant clergy families are facing imminent safety 
concerns. To date, we have cared for each on a case-by-case basis, graced by the power of connectional 
love and legal assistance. The scale of harm has changed, which is why I am writing today. 

1. I will ask you to pray daily and in your services of worship for all vulnerable populations, especially 
immigrants, in the spirit of Leviticus 19:33-34. 

2. Unfortunately, persons with non-European sounding names or immigrants should carry all 
documents that establish their legal right to be in the United States. 

3. Have a plan for immigrant children, a number to alert legal caregivers, and if possible, let someone 
know where you are in the event that you are taken into custody. 

4. As connectional people, network to minimize risk around travel to and interacting with medical 
treatment, school, employment, and the faith community. Know that profiling of license plates is 
occurring in some areas. 

5. While judicial warrants have been required as a fourth amendment protection against unreasonable 
searches into private spaces or services of worship, in the current environment when ICE enters 
homes or a sanctuary without a warrant, we encourage, not require, but encourage congregations 
comprised of immigrants to worship online and only identify themselves online with first names. 

6. If your congregation is shepherded by an immigrant clergy person and the church is predominantly 
of European descent, have a conversation among your elected leaders about scenarios for worship 
leadership, whether to hold services online or if your clergy person cannot be present, what 
leadership will be helpful for worship and congregational care. 

7. Prepare a customized response plan if U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) officers 
come to the door of your church. Use the following points to build a specific plan. Have someone 
designated to ask for badges or identification or to ask for a judicial warrant. Remember, however, in 
the current environment, when a door is opened, there are reports of forced entry without warrants. 
Have an attorney present or ask the officers to wait for your legal counsel to arrive. You have the 
right to remain silent. Do not lie but do not provide information without counsel present. Seek your 
safety first, but document with your cell phone, if possible. Contact your district superintendent for 
support. 
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8. Use caution with mercy ministries related to food or other support. Be aware that food pantries and 
schools are a target for ICE arrests of persons with a legal status. 

We do have some control. People can minimize risk. Be aware, network, and be nonviolent. 
 
That brings me to the work of those with more privilege in this context. 
 
“We affirm that every form of government stands under God's judgment and must therefore be held 
accountable for protecting the innocent, guaranteeing basic freedoms and liberties, protecting the natural 
world, and establishing just, equitable, and sustainable economies” (Social Principles, Book of 
Discipline 2020/2024, P. 135.) 
 
Remember that Jesus’ admonition to love our neighbors was voiced under Roman occupation. These days 
may find Christians increasing their love of neighbor in powerful ways. If you are moved to protest injustice, 
remember that nonviolent action is the most effective means of Christian protest. In this environment, 
remember that blocking a doorway or a street can be seen as impeding a law enforcement officer. 
 
Conditions change regularly so we are building resources appropriate to each week. Prayerfully remember 
Rev. Dr. King’s six principles of nonviolence: 

1. Nonviolence is a way of life for courageous people. 
2. The beloved community is the framework for the future. 
3. Attack forces of evil, not persons doing evil. 
4.  Accept suffering without retaliation for the sake of the cause to achieve the goal. 
5. Avoid internal violence of the spirit as well as external physical violence. 
6. The universe is on the side of justice. 

2026 is a year of practicing hope. Each of our days is lived in grace. I join you in prayer and hope. 
 
Thank you. 
Peace, 

 

 

  

 


