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I was reminded recently of an old Christmas Special that we watched when I was a kid.
It was a Claymation special with a lot of Christ-mas Carols and such. I remember it in
particular because of how it decided to have some fun with a traditional carol:

Here we come a-waffling among the leaves so green; Here we come a-waffling So fair to
be seen. Love and joy come to you, And to you your walffle too; And God bless you and
send you a Happy New Year, And God send you a Happy New Year!

Beyond the fun with waffles, the tune has been ringing in my ear these past few days.
Especially that last line. And God bless you and send you a Happy New Year. There is a
lot in those words. What we are asking of God. But also what I think God asks of us. We
do have high hopes for the new year. And prayers. And we ask for God’s blessings. We
know that God only wants the very best for us.

But as we always do, we enter the new year with those “resolutions.” Not only

the expectations we have for the good that will come our way, but what are those ways
we can change and grow in the coming year. We have those common ones we think
about for our personal lives, whether it be exercising or getting more organized. But
what about a “New Year’s resolution” when it comes to our faith? I believe our faith calls

us to consider how I am intentionally becoming more like Jesus as the new year be-gins.

The one that came not to be served, but to serve. The one that came not to be blessed,
but to bless others. Qur United Methodist Tradition has a beautiful prayer for occasions
like this called the *Wesley Covenant Prayer.”

The Wesleyan Covenant Prayer was adapted by John Wesley, the co-founder of
Methodism (along with his brother, Chartes) for the renewal of the believer's covenant
with God. Wesley says that the prayer was first used in a covenant renewal service held
on Monday, August 11, 1755, But I always appreciate it around this time, as we are
about to begin a new year. With all of the New Year’s resolutions we make. The
covenant prayer is kind of like our annual “New Year’s resolution” to become more like
Jesus in all things we do. Offering our lives to God to love and serve in the same ways
that Jesus loved and served. We are not just asking God to bless our lives, but are
intentionally leaning in towards the purposes of God'’s kingdom, of love, justice and
mercy. And so, I would like to invite you to join me in the Wesleyan Covenant Prayer as
we enter 2026 together:

"I am no longer my own, but thine. Put me to what thou wilt, rank me with whom thou
wilt. Put me to doing, put me to suffering. Let me be employed by thee or laid aside for
thee, exalted for thee or brought low for thee. Let me be full, fet me be empty. Let me
have all things, let me have nothing. I freely and heartily yield all things to thy pleasure
and disposal. And now, O glorious and blessed God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, thou
art mine, and I am thine. So be it. And the covenant which I have made on earth, let it
be ratified in heaven. Amen.”

Amen! And may God bless you, send you a Happy New Year!

Blessings,
Pastor Ben




Celebrate Our Community

Every month we celebrate birthdays and anniversaries of those who call First United
Methodist Church their spiritual home. We celebrate community in fellowship with one
another. Be sure to greet those who are celebrating this month. Please don’'t assume
we know all of the birthdays and anniversaries among us. Call the church office and let
us know your special milestone dates, too!

1/02 Tracy Fintelmann
1/05 Brad Green

1/09 Andy Dewitt
1/10 Allison Reimers
1/11 Jim Galow

1/11 Carl Klabunde
1/13 Roger Lalk

1/21 Mark Brazzale
1423 Ann Pleiss Morris
1/26 Art Weinert

1/29 Heidi Evans

January
Birthdays

Offering Our Prayers

We are honored to join hearts with those who are grieving, sick or hurting among us.
Please pray for those listed below. We'd love to pray with you, too. Contact Ann Tulip
(920-379-9055) or Church Office (920) 235 8430 to be added to the prayer chain. We
would also love to pray for you during our Sunday services. Please submit your brief
request by phone, mail or e-mail at firstumc@ntd.net by Monday of each week: We
will compile them for community prayers during our recorded Sunday morning.

Prayer & Praise Requests For the Month
Daphne & Dan (For Ukraine, stop the assault by Russia. Judi Weinert, and Claude & Sue Collins,
continued healing for Dan).
Mike (Claude & Sue Collins).
Dennis & Jan (for sons, daughter in laws and babies to be, safe and healthy journey to delivery in
December and April. Birth of Brooklyn Knickelbein, who is doing well, mom, Amanda, is having
problems).
Joy: Beau’s baptism and his family attending.
Prayers: Judi Weinert, Claude & Sue Collins, people of Ukraine, and stop killing innocent people.
Marlene Krueger (daughter in law having surgery).
Healing for Dale Tervonen after knee replacement
The Lords comfort for the family of Wayne who passed away
The Lords comfort for the family of Sharon who passed away
Margaret Morris (joy and thanks for a wonderful season of concerts, recitals, and madrigal
performances)!

Ongoing Prayer Concerns

Glenn Christman (Pastor Nancy Green’s brother)
Betty Carpenter’s husband, Roy (who has cancer)
Brad Green

Judi Weinert

Claude Collins




Fellowship Hour

Please sign up to host a Fellowship Hour. If no one signs up there will be no fellowship hour
that Sunday. It's easy and we need your help to keep it going. The sign-up sheet is on the
Information Table in the Narthex.

Thank you for your gifts to First United Methodist Church!

Together, we share in God’s work of love and service withn our community. We invite you to
consider a way of giving that feels right for you, knowing that every gift makes a difference.
Thank you for giving as part of our shared ministry!

e Automatic Withdrawal: Vanco offers automatic, electronic funds transfer (EFT) from
your checking or savings account. You can pick up a form in the church office.

¢ Mail your contribution to church at 700 W. Linwood Avenue, Oshkosh, WI 54901

o Offering Plate You can bring your tithes and offerings to church services.

e Online https://secure.myvanco.com/L-YS9T or by using the Vanco App!

There are people who will benefit for generations as we give together.

Fill the Collection Box

We are collecting the following items ,}"‘“\\ DAY B\‘f DAYINE.

Please drop them off in the collection box in the R 0
Narthex. At warming shelter

Updated List

Men’s and Women’s Deodorant

Hair Brushes

Paper Towel

Reusable Water Bottles

Backpacks

Umbrellas

Shoe Laces - shoe and boot, various lengths

Belts

USB C Charging Cables

Coffee

Powdered Coffee Creamer

Sugar

Snack Foods / Applesauce and Fruit Cups

Juice

Sugary Cereal

Popular Condiments: Mayo, Hot Sauce, Ranch Dressing, Parmesan Cheese
Laundry Detergent

Dryer Sheets

Garbage Bags - All sizes, wastebasket to 55 gallon
Cleaners — Window, Floor, and, Toilet All Surface



Church Family News

Buy Scrip Cards

Scrip cards are like any other gift card. Give them away as gifts or use
them yourself when you shop. Our church benefits by earning a rebate on
each card; some as high as 10%. The cards you order are available the
following Sunday. “Scrip Table” in the hallway by the display case on
Sunday morning to pick up an order form. Then bring back your
filled out form on Sunday, January 4, 2026.

New Year New Pasta-bilities Food Drive

Multi Grain Pasta, Lasagna Noodles, Egg Noodles, Elbow
Noodles, Ramen Noodles, Microwavable Pasta, Microwavable
Mac, Chef Boyardee, Marinara, Alfredo, Pesto, Assorted Short
Pasta, Assorted Long Pasta, Shelf Stable Parmesan.

All-Church Leadership Workshop

~~_ ALL-CHURCH
WORKSHOP Saturday, January 31 e 9:00 a.m.—Noon

S RS All church members and friends of First United
el Methodist Church are encouraged to attend
BRI this important church-wide gathering. On Saturday,
January 31, we will welcome District Superintendent
Rev. Park Hunter for a morning of conversation, prayer, and discernment.
Together, we will reflect on who we are as a congregation in this season and
begin exploring where God may be leading First UMC in the days ahead. This
workshop is designed to be a space for shared conversation, where many voices
help us understand our current situation and plan for our future. Everyone’s
perspective is valued, and your presence will help enrich our time together. We
hope you will join us as we seek God’s guidance as a community.

Meetings

January 13, 2026 - Missions Meeting @ 10:00am at FUMC
January 28, 2026 - Prayer Shawl! Ministry @ 10:00am at FUMC



DAY BY DAY WARMING SHELTER MEALS
VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED

First United Methodist Church will be providing an evening meal at the Day
by Day Shelter on the following date:

Saturday, January 17, 2026

Sunday, February 8, 2026

Sunday, March 8, 2026

We are providing a meal for 70 people on the dates listed. We need six
people each evening to serve the meal and to clean up afterwards. Arrive
at the shelter located at 420 Ceape Avenue at 5:30 PM to do final meal prep
and serving begins at 6 PM. After all guests and staff have eaten, then the servers eat and do
the final clean up. Usually, we are out of the shelter by 7:15 PM.

In addition to the team serving the meal, we are in need of someone to make a large batch
of soup or chili to be served with the main dish. For dessert we serve homemade cookies and
need eight dozen cookies each time. We often have two people baking cookies.

If you are interested in helping, contact Mike Thomas at 920-231-4465. This is one of the
many ways you can help FUMC fulfill our mission statement to be a voice of hope caring for
others in our community.

15th Chili Cook off Sunday January 25, 2026
Will Start After the Sunday Worship Service
In Fellowship Hall

~_ Plan now to make your favorite batch of chili. This is not

- e a chili dump, but an opportunity for the congregation to
enjoy many different recipes. We need many cooks to make this a fun event for
all to enjoy. Please notify Dennis Knickelbein if you will be preparing a batch of
chili for this friendly competition. Remember you can make a favorite recipe that
you entered previously. A free will offering will be taken and used for Church
expenses (heat/lights/water/snow plowing). Plan to attend, enjoy great chili and
have a great time with your church family. Who will have bragging rights for this
year? To level the playing field, you will not know who prepared each batch until
all votes are cast.

Thank you,
FUMC Men’s Group



Changes in IRS Tax Laws that impact Charitable
Donations in 2026 and beyond

Consult your tax advisor to see how any of these changes may affect you!

1. Those choosing to
take the standard
deduction. Beginning in
2026, there is an above -
the-line charitable
deduction for
contributions of up to
$1000 for single filers, or
$2000 for married
couples filing jointly.
There are some
limitations, including the
fact that these
contributions have to be
made in cash/check and
made directly to the nonprofit. This change will encourage more people
to give to the charity of their choice.

2. If you itemize your taxes the new tax law increased the state and local
tax deductions, known as SALT, from $10,000 to $40,000. The
provision is effective for tax years beginning after December 315t of
2024. For donors in higher tax states, this could increase the incentive
to give because the combined deduction -SALT, charitable giving, and
mortgage interest- might exceed the standard deduction.

3. It is also important to consider tax-smart accounts for giving as well. A
donor-advised fund is one of these options. Just like you have an IRA
account for retirement and a 529 account for college savings, talk with
your tax advisor about a donor-advised fund if it is right for you.

4. There is a specific age-based strategy called the Qualified Charitable
Distribution. Americans that are age 702 or older are eligible to direct
up to $108,000 from their IRA to go directly to a charity tax free. You
do not pay taxes on this withdrawal.

It is very important to discuss any of these options with a financial
professional to weigh the pros and cons in your specific situation.



January

Happy New Year !
Chili Cook Off 1/25/26

Leadership Workshop
1/31/26

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3
Happy New
Year!!!
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
9:30am
Service
Scrip Due
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
9:30 Service Missions Day by Day
Communion Meeting Shelter
10:00am
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
9:30am Prayer Shawl Leadership
Service Meeting Workshop

Chili Cook off 10:00am



